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HONORING NAVY PETTY OFFICER
SECOND CLASS RANDALL SMITH

(Mr. GRAVES of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Navy Petty Of-
ficer Second Class Randall Smith, who
was killed on July 16 during the ter-
rorist attack in Chattanooga.

Randall, who lived with his wife,
Angie, and their three young daughters
in Rossville, Georgia, was a model of
selfless service. He was a devoted and
loving husband and father who
prioritized his family above all else.

Besides his military service, he was
an active volunteer, giving back
through charities like Stuff the Truck,
the Chattanooga Area Food Bank, and
providing rescue assistance during Hur-
ricane Sandy. And less than 2 weeks
ago, he made the ultimate sacrifice
while serving our country. Randall’s
selfless sacrifice, sense of duty, and
sacrifice serve as an example for all of
us.

A sign at the entrance to the neigh-
borhood where the Smith family lives
sums up what I think many are feeling
right now. It reads: ‘“‘Thank you for
your service. Sorry for your loss. You
will be remembered.”’

I know that our community in north-
west Georgia is forever grateful for
Randall Smith’s service and sacrifice.
May God bless Angie and their three
wonderful, beautiful daughters.

————
ADA’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Rhode
Island (Mr. LANGEVIN) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, before
I begin my remarks, it is my pleasure
to yield to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the distinguished mi-
nority whip.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

First, let me mention the extraor-
dinary respect I have for the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN).

I had the honor of sponsoring the
Americans with Disabilities Act in 1989
and 1990. We passed it in 1990, and it
was signed by then-President George
H.W. Bush. It was called the Americans
with Disabilities Act, Mr. Speaker, but
in many ways it should have been
called the Americans with Abilities
Act. It should have been called that be-
cause its intent was to focus on what
people could do, what people would do,
what people wanted to do.

Mr. LANGEVIN is a perfect example of
an extraordinary person with great
ability who has a wheelchair. He has a
wheelchair because he has a mobility
impairment that others of us don’t
have. But as we have seen in serving
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with our colleague JIM LANGEVIN from
Rhode Island, he is extraordinarily able
and he represents his constituency
with great energy, with great intellect,
and with great integrity. So I am
pleased to join him in this Special
Order.

We had introduced a resolution, but
it is not the practice of the House to
bring commemorative resolutions to
the floor. So we do this Special Order
in addition to what we would have
hoped would have been the passage of a
resolution, but I understand that is the
practice.

The Senate did in fact pass a resolu-
tion, sponsored by ORRIN HATCH, PATRI-
CIA MURRAY from Washington State,
and LAMAR ALEXANDER, commemo-
rating 25 years of progress on the inclu-
sion of those with a challenge that oth-
ers might not have in our society, all
that our society offers and the opportu-
nities that it offers.

Mr. Speaker, I have spoken on nu-
merous occasions over this last week
commemorating the ADA, and I have
mentioned a number of names. I would
like to do that on the floor of this
House, because they were people who
were absolutely critical. It is not a
comprehensive list. It is, however, a
list of people with whom I worked very
closely for well over a year on the pas-
sage of the ADA.

First, I would like to mention Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush. This issue was
not a partisan issue. President Bush
was a Republican; I was a Democrat—
and still am. I worked with an extraor-
dinary Republican Member of the
House. His name was Steve Bartlett.
He was from Texas. He left the House
and became mayor of Dallas. He is now
still in Washington, working, and we
are partners. Every time something
happens with respect to the ADA,
Steve Bartlett and I work together on
it.

Dave Capozzi and Tony Coelho. Tony
Coelho, a Member of this body, was a
person perceived with the disease of
epilepsy, but he is one of the most able
people that any of us know. Tony Coel-
ho, along with Lowell Weicker, were
the original two sponsors of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.

Justin Dart. In 1983, Justin Dart vis-
ited every State in the Union in his
wheelchair, calling attention to State
legislatures, Governors, and others of
the importance of ensuring the accessi-
bility of places of opportunity for those
with disabilities. Yoshiko Dart, his
wife, was with him every step of the
way and was with us as we worked for
the passage of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act.

And then we have an extraordinary
legislator—one of the best legislators
that I have served with, Mr. Speaker—
Bob Dole, a Republican from Kansas,
majority and minority leader of the
United States Senate. Mr. Speaker,
when he came to the Senate of the
United States, his first speech was
about including those with disabilities.
He observed that he was an involun-
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tary member of those with disabilities
as a result of his extraordinary war
wounds in Italy in World War II.

We have Chai Feldblum, who is now
on the EEOC and a professor at George-
town Law School. She was counsel to
myself and Steve Bartlett as we consid-
ered the complex issues and tried to
make sure that ADA could be imple-
mented by all in a way that was afford-
able and reasonable for them.

We then have Lex Frieden, who is the
executive director of the National
Council on Disabilities, who worked so
closely with us. Also, Boyden Gray,
counsel to George Bush, who was a
critical ally in this effort.

Then we have a giant in this effort,
Senator Tom Harkin from Iowa, who,
after Lowell Weicker left, was the prin-
cipal sponsor of the ADA and fought
hard and effectively on its behalf.

ORRIN HATCH and Ted Kennedy. Sen-
ator Kennedy and Senator HATCH were
partners in so many different things,
but on this they were aligned and made
this bipartisan effort a very successful
one.

Also, Arlene Mayerson; Paul
Marchand; former Congressman and
now Senator ED MARKEY; Senator JOHN
McCAIN; Congressman Norman Mineta;
Ralph Neas; Katie Neas; Carolyn
Osolinik; Becky Ogle; Lee Page; Liz
Savage; Bobby Silverstein. Like Me-
lissa Schulman who was my chief staff-
er as we considered the Americans with
Disabilities Act, Bobby Silverstein was
Tom Harkin’s chief staffer.

JIM SENSENBRENNER, our -colleague
today. Congressman SENSENBRENNER
was so critical, along with his wife,
Cheryl Sensenbrenner, who, herself,
suffered from a disability and showed
such courage in encouraging all of us
to support the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act.

I mentioned Lowell Weicker. Lowell
Weicker was a Senator from Con-
necticut and then Governor of Con-
necticut; Bob Williams, who was an ex-
traordinary individual who worked so
hard; John Wodatch; and last, but cer-
tainly not least, Patricia Wright.

There were literally, Mr. Speaker,
thousands of others, many of whom
will not be known but who came here
to the Congress of the United States,
wrote their Members, called them up,
and came to town meetings and forums
on behalf of those with disabilities.

The Americans with Disabilities Act
is now used as a sample and has been
adopted in some 50 countries through-
out the world, perhaps more. There is a
disabilities rights convention, which is
pending. Only three countries in the
world have not signed on to that con-
vention. Unfortunately, we are one. I
would hope that the Senate would do
that in this Congress. Senator Bob
Dole has been an extraordinary pro-
ponent of that convention.

So, Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join
my friend, JAMES LANGEVIN, who has
been a beneficiary of the Americans
with Disabilities Act and the reason-
able accommodations that we ask to be
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